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NO-STEP ENTRY Doesn’t Make A House Handicap Accessible
No-Step Entry is a great thing!! It allows ALL people, no matter their size, age, or abilities to enter a home. It allows you to carry
in groceries without fumbling your way up the steps. It allows a new mother to push her sleeping baby in a stroller right into
the house without waking him/her up. It allows you to carry in large, heavy furniture or appliances safer. But, just because you
have No-Step Entry doesn’t mean your house is Accessible. What this means is you are able to enter your house easily and
safely. What it doesn’t mean is that your house is functional, safe, or accessible. In order for a house to be completely
Accessible, it needs some specific design elements.
I’ve recently seen a house plan that had No-Step Entry but had only 32” doorways, a 30” opening to the shower, a toilet stuck
in a 3’ alcove and a narrow hallway. I’m sorry, but this house is doing nobody a favor if they intend on living there a long time.
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History Built In Today’s Homes
Recently, we’ve had some pretty special items incorporated into some of the houses we have custom built. Their story is next
to each picture:
Top Right: There are a
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the left are uniquely
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designed with the old
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barn boards and
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farm. These aged
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barn boards really
years. Bottom Right:
create an
This old beam that is used
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up a 100 yr old house that
fireplace. Old barn
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beams have been
in. They salvaged this
repurposed as the
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which frames out the
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Some of the specific design elements this house I’m speaking of needs to be accessible is 36” doorways. ADA says a 32” doorway is minimum, 36” is ideal. Try getting yourself through a 32” doorway if you are in a wheelchair. You better have a lot of
band aids for your knuckles. The shower door needs to be at least 36” wide. The shower also needs to have some sort of
bench, a hand-held shower head within reach of the bench, if no grab bars are needed now, then at least backing in the wall for
the future installation. It also needs a product niche/shelf within reach of the bench and a large enough space for 2 people in
case one person needs assistance with showering. The toilet needs to have enough space on one side in case the person using
the toilet needs assistance. And hallways need to be at least 48” wide. These are just some basics, each person’s needs are
different. You may be thinking…. What are the chances you’ll ever be in a wheelchair or need assistance in the bathroom?? I
never thought I would have a grampa that
Here are the statistics: Out of 100 people:
was paralyzed from a tumor and in a
• 21 will have some type of arthritis
wheelchair for 20+ yrs. I never thought I
• 17 will have some type of respiratory challenge
would have a gramma that would have a
stroke and be paralyzed for the rest of her
• 7 will have diabetes
life. I never thought I would have parents
• 5 will have orthopedic issues, especially in the knee or hip
with serious heart conditions, hip replace• 3 will have effects from a stroke/heart attack
ments, COPD, asthma……. And I never
• 3 will have a progressive disease such as MS, ALS, Parkinson’s Disease, Alzheimer's thought I would fall and break my ribs, fall
and sprain my ankle, have neck surgery, or
have my back go out!!! We all have things happen. Why not make your house more accessible, safe and useable so when
something happens to you, you don’t have to struggle in your own space that is supposed to be your sanctuary?!
Pat & Steve Huben
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A MISTAKE SOME HOMEOWNERS MAKE IS OPTING FOR
DESIGN OVER FUNCTION!

QUICK AND TASTY MAC N CHEESE
We all like fast and easy recipes! That is exactly what this is! What this isn’t is
healthy—which is why it tastes so good! It’s good ole fashioned Comfort Food!
Ingredients needed:

Planning the details of your home is a two-step process, Design and Function. Design is all the aesthetically
pleasing details you see as soon as you walk into the house. Countertops, cabinets, flooring, light fixtures,
windows, accent walls/ceilings, furniture, backsplashes, plumbing fixtures, wall art, doors & trim, mood
lighting, color, and on and on….. It’s important that all these details are coordinated and work well
together to create a peaceful and comfortable space. BUT, good design does not always function well!! And
it needs to.

Good function takes into account the family’s lifestyle, kids, pets, livelihood, and also how each person
performs their “Activities of Daily Living”. Function needs to come before design if you plan on living
comfortably and safely in your house for many years to come. BUT, this certainly doesn’t mean your home
can’t be beautiful and have great design as well. That’s one thing we do at Custom Kreations, Inc. ~ we
marry Design and Function to create a useable and safe home that has eye catching design you can live in
forever!! Below are three of our past Showcase Houses that prove this point!



16 oz box of Macaroni



12 oz pkg shredded Cheddar cheese



12 oz pkg shredded Monterey Jack cheese



3 cups Milk



2 cups Heavy Cream



1/2 stick melted Butter



Salt and Pepper

Directions:
Put uncooked macaroni on bottom of 9x13 pan. The add cheeses, milk, cream, melted butter, salt and pepper. Mix well.
Bake uncovered at 375 degrees for 1 hour.

Shower Door vs No Shower Door
Over the past 34 years, we have built and/or remodeled hundreds and hundreds of bathrooms. And over these years, we have
created a ton of showers. Some people like shower doors and some people say “no way”!! The majority of those people that
don’t like them say it’s because they don’t want the maintenance of cleaning them. Remember the day shower doors were on
a track and they used to get all grimy/gross and the door itself would get all scummy and really difficult to clean? They have
come a long way with shower doors. What’s really nice, is for an extra cost, they can apply a protective coating to the door
which makes it so much easier to clean them. But still, some people just don’t want
them….
The pictures on the left have
frameless shower doors.
The are connected to the
wall on the very top and
bottom of the door. These
doors are very easy to
maintain and keep clean.
They swing in and out and are designed to fit very close to
the
wall
so
no
water
will
escape.
On the right are two showers that were specifically
designed to not have a door. The floor system and wall
placement make a big difference. An overall larger
bathroom is needed to design a shower without a door. So
what do you prefer? A door or no door?

