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Homeowner Use and Maintenance Guidelines 

With Natural Wood Cabinetry, Doors and Trim 

When building/remodeling your home and having new cabinets, doors, and/or trim installed, there 

are some things you need to know.  Wood is a natural product and is typically affected by                

environmental conditions.  It can contain various natural defects.  Most are not seen until the wood 

has been cut and seasoned and can add to the appearance in unique and desirable ways.  Whether 

the wood is stained or painted, its appearance may alter over time compared to what it looked like 

when it was new.  Here are a few conditions to keep in mind: 

 Wood is primarily brown in color.  It could range from light tan to reddish brown. The color can 

change after the wood is cut because of the oxygen and/or humidity in the air.  The oxygen     

and/or humidity can cause the wood to darken.  On the other hand, if the cut wood is exposed to   

sunlight, the wood will lighten.  Most times we stain/paint the wood to achieve the desired color 

and to enhance the grain pattern.     

 Wood is in a constant state of expansion and contraction as seasonal temperatures and humidity 

is constantly changing.   This normal movement may cause some shifting or even warpage at the 

joints of doors, face frames, panels, etc.  This is a natural occurrence and does not weaken or   

diminish the strength of your wood product.  This may result in the appearance of an unfinished 

line along the edge of the center panel.  Touch up may be needed to cover this edge line.  Often 

times, touch-up may only be necessary within the first couple years, depending on the             

temperature and humidity in your home.   All lumber is more vulnerable to shrinkage during the 

heating season. Maintaining a moderate and stable temperature/humidity helps to minimize the 

effects of shrinkage. 

 The grain in the wood is a product of nature, much like our individual fingerprints.  Weather, soil, 

climate, insects, birds and natural growth patterns all affect the growth characteristics of wood.  

The lined pattern visible in cut lumber is formed by the rings that form each year.   

 Mineral Streaks are an olive or greenish/blackish discoloration that could form in the wood.  This 

is very common in many types of wood and is caused from minerals and nutrients in the tree that 

it extracts from the soil.  

No matter who constructs your cabinets, doors or trim, ask for a small jar of the stain/paint that was 

used for finishing so you have it available when you need to touch up or repair an area.  With our WI 

climate, you will definitely notice some sort of expansion and contraction and will need to touch-up! 

SAFETY STARTS AT HOME 

Custom Kreations, Inc. is a leader in home design that pertains to Accessible, Universal, and/or Aging In Place 
building.   Whether starting from scratch with a custom built house or modifying your current home, we can 
create a plan together with you that will suit your way of life.  The plan we come up with will be unique to you 
and your house.  Many people who are struggling with the performance of their house, end up getting         
frustrated and pushing themselves which leads to injury!  This doesn’t have to be!!  There is a way for you to  
perform your activities of daily living safer and easier while keeping your independence.  Investing in a home 
modification or a new home construction can and will delay the need for you or a family member to move to a 
nursing facility.  We all struggle with something; could be aging, a progressive disease, cancer, obesity,        
recuperating after surgery, or surviving after a stroke or heart attack.  No matter what it is, we can help you 
achieve ease of use and peace of mind.  In the months ahead, we will be placing special interest in this area in 
our newsletter.  We will be giving suggestions to some things that can be done to live in your house more     
efficiently and comfortably.  Some areas of consideration are: Accessible Kitchen Ideas, Accessible Bathroom 
Ideas, Garages/Entryways/Outdoor Barriers, Organization and Storage Ideas, etc. 

We are trained and certified in several areas of Accessible, Universal and/or Aging in Place building and remodeling: 

 Certified Aging in Place Specialist ~ NAHB 

 ACCESSIBLE HOME MODIFICATIONS Facilitating Safety, Function and Options for Independence in the Home ~ Summit Pro. Education  

 EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE IN HOME MODIFICATION ~ INDEPENDENT LIVING ~ Univ. of Southern CA  

 I.D.E.A.S. ~Innovative Design in Environment for an Aging Society ~ National Institute of Health 

 Home Modifications for People with Dementia, Sensory Impairments, Motor Impairments, & People who are at Risk for Falls 



Tour of Remodeled Homes/Showcase of New Homes    

Another Year In The Books! 

Our “Tour of Remodeled House” a few weeks ago was a huge success!  A special Thank You to Ron and   
Darlene  for allowing us to exhibit their home into the show.  Their project consisted of a 1000+ sf garage 
addition, sunroom addition, and a complete kitchen and bathroom remodel.   Here is their testimonial: 

“At our first meeting, Steve told us he likes to plan an addition or remodel to look like it was always there, not something 

added or changed.  We feel CKI represents a high standard for quality.  The CKI crew and Sub-contractors are of this same 

standard.  All worked safely, motivated and hard-working, friendly, tidy and all on schedule.  Denise showed us a lot of   

options to get to know our taste, then narrowed things down.  For us, having selection displays at the shop was good.  We 

didn’t have to drive all over pricing and comparing as this helped keep us close to budget and kept us working with        

businesses and materials of your standard and reputation.  Thank You Denise!  You all became extended family helping get 

through the remodel, the upside down life, and answering questions.  Everyone was so very friendly.  We are so pleased 

with the quality of ideas, planning and coordination CKI did resulting in our beautiful remodel.  Now it’s time to enjoy.”     

Ron and Darlene 

Why Do You Need A Building Permit? 

I like to watch the remodeling shows on 
HGTV and very often hear them question 
if a part of the house was “permitted”.  
Is it really that important to have    
building permits?  Well yes,  actually it is!  
Many people think that it is not important 
and they do what they can to avoid it.  
They are afraid if they get a permit, then 
their municipality will raise their property    
taxes. Well yes, that actually can be true 
too!!  But, anytime you make an             
improvement to your house, chances are you are raising the value of it to a  degree and your municipality wants 
a piece of it.  Many times a homeowner doesn't know what’s involved in getting a building permit, doesn’t want 
to pay the money that it costs and just decides “who is going to know anyway”??!!  Is that really that bad??  
Unfortunately, it can be!!  When a DIYer doesn’t know what they are doing, they can cause a lot of trouble.  
That’s why there are codes, rules and regulations for us contractors to follow.  Safety!!   A building permit  
assures that your home project is done according to the building codes in your municipality.  When a building 
permit is obtained, inspections will be done to verify your project is completed according to the codes.  A 
building permit enforces construction standards that will keep current and future residents safe!  Just       
imagine if you bought a house and the  previous owner decided to pull out a load bearing wall on his own.  Of 
course, you didn’t know this when you purchased the house, and they didn’t say anything about it on the     
Property Condition Report.   This is a major structural change that needs to have building permits with        
inspections.  Who knows what is hiding behind the walls?  How is it supported?  What about the electrical that 
they removed?  This could be a very dangerous situation!!!  And doing this so-called project without permits 
could bite them in the butt in the future.  They would be  responsible for any misfortunes.  If this wall        
removal project was permitted, it would all be recorded at the municipality.  Inspections would have been  
completed to verify it was done correctly and the new homeowners would have peace of mind knowing they 
have nothing to worry about.  Try watching the show on the cable  channel “DIY” called “My First Flip”!!!  
These people have NO clue what they are doing and it is actually kind of hilarious for us to watch them try to 
complete their flip.  But, on the other hand, it is very scary to think they are getting away with doing this kind 
of work and are actually selling the house for someone to live in.  What do you think?  Would you rather live in 
a house where someone has a DIY remodeling hobby or would you rather know your remodel job was done     
according to codes and is safe for you and your family to live in?   

Can you pull your own building permit?? 

In some municipalities, you can pull your own building permits.  Unless you know what you are doing, it is not 
recommended.  In order to obtain a permit, you will need a signed and completed application, a detailed site 
plan with specifications and any survey reports.  Since contractors/sub-contractors do this on a regular basis, 
they know the expectations and what to supply in order to obtain the permit.  Before issuing a permit, the  
municipality will ensure that the contractor is licensed to do the work they are claiming to do and also will   
require to see the necessary liability and workman's comp coverage that is needed.  When a contractor pulls a 
permit, they are essentially promising to meet all the building code requirements and agreeing to the third 
party inspections.  Building codes can change!  They can become more comprehensive every year.  This isn’t a 
bad thing.  The purpose of building codes is to protect you, keep you and your general welfare safe!               
Be responsible!! 

Healthy Rhubarb/Banana Nut Bread  

1 large stalk Rhubarb finely chopped 

3 large Banana’s mashed (to equal 1—1 1/2 cups) 

1/3 cup Honey or Maple 

Syrup 

1/4 tsp All Spice 

1 tsp Baking Powder 

1/2 tsp Baking Soda 

1 tsp Cinnamon 

1/2 tsp Salt 

1 tsp Vanilla 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Spray a 8x4 loaf pan with cooking 

spray.  Mix flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt and all spice in a 

bowl.  Set aside.  Beat eggs on medium speed for 30 seconds.  Mix in 

vanilla, banana, and honey or syrup until combined.  Slowly add dry 

ingredient mixture on low.  Gently fold in rhubarb.  Pour into the loaf 

pan.  Bake 50-55 minutes or until a knife comes out clean.                                          

Cool 10 minutes and Enjoy!! 

Notice the NO SUGAR and NO OIL!!!!   Just over 100 calories per slice. 

Recipe found on Pinterest: kimscravings.com 


