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Tired of your old outdated laminate countertops?  I sure was.  These were the countertops that were in 

the house when we moved in.  They were dark, boring, faded and just plain ugly!!   

I watched several YouTube videos and read up on how to paint them.  Since I have decorative painting ex-

perience, I found the technique very familiar and quite easy.  I jumped right into it and gathered the prod-

ucts I needed and got started.  It took me less than an hour to completely paint it and then I applied 4 

coats of top coat.  The transformation in our laundry room is amazing!!  And it only cost me $14.  I am ex-

tremely   happy with the results!!  Next stop…….our kitchen.                                                                 

If you have ugly outdated laminate countertops, but they are structurally in good condition, consider this.  

It is a cost effective option to update them until you can afford to completely change them out.  If you 

have questions on how to get started, how to choose colors, what products to use, etc., let me know and I 

can give you my step by step instructions.  I’ll be happy to share what I know.  Have fun with it and good 

luck! 
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LOOKING FOR SOME IDEA’S?  

Whether you need decorating ideas, cleaning tips, recipes, or organizing hints, you can find 

them on our Pinterest page “Custom Kreations, Inc.”   Currently, we have 26 boards with 

close to 2000 pins.  On a daily basis, I am adding more pins to give you more ideas.  Looking 

to design an accent wall in your living room?  There is a board for that with some awesome, 

out of the box suggestions.  One of my favorite boards in called “Under Stairways”.  It of-

fers many solutions on how to design storage and organization under you stairway.  If you                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

need an idea on how to clean your discolored cookie 

sheets, you can find that on the “Cleaning Tips” board.  

Check it out.  You’ll find many unique things that will get 

your brain turning.   

 

 

What about these 1/2 sliding doors to keep pets or children in or out                                                                      

of a room.  This is a clever idea to incorporate instead of propping a 

gate in the doorway and risk falling as you climb over it.   

 

We had our basement completely redone and a full bathroom added as well.  We are thrilled with the end result!  The 

designs, colors and quality of work were amazing.  We are so pleased with the whole look.  It’s so cozy and comforta-

ble, sometimes we forget it’s a basement.  Two closets including a walk-in were added, very roomy and convenient.  

The bathroom is exceptional and very special as Lisa got us an antique vanity which is very unique.  Thank you, 

Lisa.  Steve and his men were very friendly, funny and helpful.  They added special features.  With much apprecia-

tion and many thanks to all.      The Hartwell Family 
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WHY BUY IT WHEN YOU CAN MAKE IT? 

With the increasing prices of cleaning supplies and 

detergents, more and more people are fighting back 

by making their own solutions.  I have gathered a few 

of my favorite recipes for commonly used products in 

our house.   

Laundry Detergent 

20 Mule Team Borax 

Arm & Hammer Washing Soda 

Fels Naptha Bar Soap (or any bar soap of your choice) 

Tap Water                                                             

Grate 1 bar of soap and put in a large cooking pan.  

Add 8 cups hot water.  Cook on medium heat, stir until 

soap is dissolved and mixture is boiling.  Stir in 1 cup 

Borax and 1 cup Washing Soda.  Bring to a boil, then 

remove from the heat.  Cool and pour into 2—1 gallon 

sized containers.  Divide mixture evenly between the 

2 containers.  Fill the remaining container with water.  

Shake gently to mix.  This mixture will thicken as it 

sits.  If it is too thick, add more water.  For HE ma-

chines, us 1/3 cup per load.  For non-HE machines, use 

1/2 cup per load.                                                     

Cost per load:  $.02 vs $.20 Tide 

Dishwasher Detergent 

2 cups 20 Mule Team Borax 

2 cups Arm & Hammer Washing Soda 

1 Bottle Lemi Shine 

1 cup Kosher Salt 

Combine all  ingredients and store in an airtight con-

tainer.  Stir occasionally to keep from clumping.  Use 1 

TBS per load.  Instead of Jet Dry, use White Vinegar. 

Cost per load:  $0.11 vs $0.20 Cascade Powder 

 Glass/Window Cleaner 

1/4 cup rubbing alcohol 

1/4 cup white vinegar 

1 Tbs Corn Starch 

2 cups Warm Water 

Combine all ingredients together in a spray bottle and 

gently shake.                                                          

Cost per bottle:  1/2 the price of a bottle of Windex 

Eyeglass Cleaning Solution 

Fill spray bottle with 3/4 cup of rubbing alcohol.  Add 

2 small drops of Dawn Dish Soap.  Fill rest of the bot-

tle with tap water.  Put on cover and shake gently.  

Spray on glasses and wipe with clean soft cloth.    

Cost per bottle: $1.20 

Jewelry Cleaner 

1 Tbs. Dawn Dish Soap 

1 Tbs. Baking Soda 

1 Tbs. Ammonia 

3 cups Warm Water 

Combine ingredients and put in a covered glass jar.  

Soak jewelry for 1—10 minutes, depending upon how 

dirty the jewelry is.  Use a toothbrush to clean hard 

to reach areas.  Rinse with water and dry with a soft 

cloth.  DO NOT soak Pearls! 

All of these ingredients needed to make these solu-

tions, can be found at your local stores.  20 Mule 

Team Borax and Arm & Hammer Washing Soda, and 

Fels Naptha Bar Soap is found near the Laundry prod-

ucts.  Lemi Shine is found near the Dish Washing 

products.  Although it takes extra time to make these 

products, it will save you money and it is better for 

our environment! 

TO EGRESS OR NOT TO EGRESS? 

Recently, we have found ourselves working with many customers who want to finish off their basement lev-

el.  It’s exciting for us because the homeowners realize it is a rewarding project for them as it increases their 

living space and at the same time it increases the resale value of their entire home.  

Finishing off the basement level is one of the least expensive rooms to complete.  A 

basic basement finishing consists of walls, flooring, ceiling and lights.  It’s when the 

homeowner desires separate rooms such as a bathroom, office, bar, rec room, laun-

dry room, or guest room does it start adding up in cost.  One of the decisions to 

make when finishing off your basement level is installing egress windows.  If you decide to put a bedroom in 

your basement level, then you MUST put in an egress window.  There is no way around it.  So, why is it a re-

quirement?  Any sleeping area must have an adequate escape route in an emergency situation. Period. End 

of story!  If you don’t need extra bedrooms on the basement level, then you are not required, but still highly 

advised to add an egress window. This way, there is still a way to provide a point of emergency escape and 

rescue.  Not only does an egress window provide a safer environment, it also can drastically change the 

look and feel of your basement level living space.  The natural light and ventilation that these windows add is 

most desirable.   Each municipality has its own specific egress requirements in its building codes that must 

be reviewed and understood before installation begins.  Most egress window projects can be completed in 

1-3 days depending upon which system is chosen.  A basic system like the picture above costs on average 

$3000 for all materials and labor to install.  Many homeowners have the fear of water leakage when it rains 

or when the snow melts.  Besides having a window-well cover, there is drain tile that is installed under the 

gravel that is tied into your homes drainage system to pull the excess water away from your foundation.  If 

you would like more information on egress windows, please contact us at your convenience.   

Painted Ornaments 

How are you decorating your Christmas Tree this year?  I found this craft on Pinterest 

and thought they were very unique and beautiful.  Also, it will be fun to make these 

with the kids!       What you need: 

Clear Glass Ball Ornaments            Acrylic Paints                  Empty Egg Carton                                

Tray the Ornaments come in 

Pick at least 3 colors of paint per ornament.  Remove top of ornament and place ornament on the upside-down tray 

the came in.  Pour about 1/4 tsp of each color paint in the ornament.  Pick up the ornament and swirl/twist in your 

hands. Make sure the entire interior is covered in paint.  Once it is all covered, place ornament upside down in the 

egg carton.  The excess paint will drip out and the colors will run together and make a beautiful design.                 

Let them dry several hours.  Re-attach the top and hang as desired. 


