
Reclaimed Wood Is The Most In-Demand Design Today!!! 

Reclaimed wood has an unique beauty that is unlike any other material.  Time, weather and wear can 
create an one of a kind patina that will add beauty to any room.  People have found a new                 
appreciation for the character that is found in the imperfections of reclaimed wood.  We are finding 
some of the most popular ways of displaying this beauty is by making warm accents or a focal point.  
An accent wall (see picture) makes a huge statement that is stunning.  This is a farm house kitchen 
we recently finished that turned out quite impressive.  Other ways of incorporating this design is in 
furniture pieces, art pieces, ceilings, headboards, mantles, cabinetry, and more.  Reclaimed wood 
comes from old buildings, houses, barns/sheds as well as pallets and wood fences.  Another large part 
for the demand in reclaimed wood is due to recycling and the green building factors.  Not only is this 
beautiful wood being    reused, but it leads to less waste in the already crowded landfills.  Another 

factor is how it preserves our forests by reducing the 
need for “new” lumber.  If you are looking for ways to 
incorporate the reclaimed wood look into your home 
design give Denise, our Interior Designer, a call.   

She has many innovative ideas and has a keen eye for 
the unexpected!   920-865-7700                                                 
  denise@customkreationsinc.com 
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Ingesting “Button Batteries” Is No Laughing Matter!! 

Recently, I have read and heard of many stories pertaining to 
swallowing     button batteries.  This kind of situation is happening 
more and more   because of  more companies using these types of 
batteries compared to years ago.  The shock from these stories is 
what encouraged me to     investigate this subject and try to      
educate you as well.                                                                                                         
Amazingly, 3500 button batteries are swallowed every year by all different aged people.  These 
button batteries are found in toys, watches, remote controls, dog collars, musical greeting cards, 
hearing aids, games and so much more.  Swallowing one of these small batteries is very dangerous 
and 911 should be called immediately!!  Most times when a foreign object is swallowed, it will pass 
through the body with no problems.  Occasionally,  something will get stuck and cause a problem.  
In the case of a button battery, it is likely to cause damage.  An x-ray must be taken to see 
where the battery has landed.  If it is stuck in the esophagus, emergency surgery will most likely 
take place.   Batteries contain corrosive and toxic  chemicals that can cause extensive damage.  
An electric current from the battery combined with saliva will produce “sodium hydroxide” or 
“caustic soda”.  This combination can burn through tissue causing fatal damage extremely fast.  
Even after a battery is removed, burning can continue if not all of the liquid is  removed.  Many 
times, children will think the button battery is candy and they will put it in their mouths.  Other 
times, they will put a battery in their ears or nose, and this too can cause permanent injury.  If   
ingestion of a button battery is questioned, watch for symptoms such as irritability, fluid draining 
from ear, nose or mouth, pain or swelling, throat pain, coughing, nausea, vomiting, etc.  ALWAYS, 
keep loose  batteries out of the reach of children in a locked container or cabinet.  This is very 
dangerous!  I have read numerous stories of children dying or being permanently damaged and it 
can be avoided so easily.    It’s so sad!  Information for parents on the dangers of button         
batteries is available on the              “Healthy Children website, www.healthychildren.org.  

http://www.healthychildren.org/


Crock Pot Chicken Enchilada     (This is ssooo delicious!!!!)    
How fresh are your eggs? 

On each carton of USDA eggs you purchase in a store, there is a series of letters and 

numbers stamped on in ink.  These codes will give you the information you will want 

to know so you can buy the freshest eggs possible.     In the picture to the left the 

codes are as follows: 

 “P-1088” refers to the plant that packaged the eggs into the carton.        

 “016” refers to the “Julian Date”.  This date is the day of the year the eggs were 

packaged.  In this picture, these eggs were packaged on January 16.  If the number was 250, the date would be            

September 7, if the number was 120, the date would be April 30, and so on….. 

 The Julian Date is the most important date of the entire series of numbers.  As long as you keep your eggs at 45° 

and in the original container, your eggs will keep for 4-5 weeks.   

 In this example, these eggs are good until day 51 which is approximately February 20.   

 “FEB 14 16” is of course the “SELL BY DATE”.  This is for the sellers information.  This is when they would need to remove 

them from the stores shelves.   

Lesson here: Don’t buy your eggs according to the Sell By Date because your eggs will spoil quickly.  This carton of eggs is 

only good for another week.  If you don’t use eggs very quickly, you will be wasting your money. 

So the question is; if my eggs are bad, how will I know?                                                                           

There are tiny air pockets inside of an egg.  Over time, the porous shell allows air to enter the egg and the air pockets grow 

bigger.  In return, the egg loses its moisture and the carbon dioxide escapes through the shell causing the yolk and whites to 

dry out and shrink as the air pockets grow.  There are 3 quick tests you can perform to see if your eggs are useable or not.   

 Place an egg in a bowl of cold water: 

 If the egg sinks to the bottom and lays on its side, it’s fresh. 

 If the egg sinks and lays on an end, it’s not as fresh, but still safe to eat. 

 If the egg floats, it is no longer fresh, but may still be safe to eat.   

2. Hold an egg up to your ear and shake it: 

 If you hear nothing, it is fresh. 

 If you hear it sloshing around, it is no longer fresh, but may still be safe to eat. 

3. Crack the egg open and look at the quality of it: 

 Does the egg spread out on the plate?  It is not fresh, but still safe to eat. 

 Is the egg watery?  It is not fresh, but still safe to eat. 

 Is the yolk flat and breaks easily?  The egg is old, but may still be safe to eat. 

 Is the egg white cloudy?  The egg is very fresh.  A clear white shows it is not as 

fresh, but still safe to eat. 

 

 What is the color of the 

yolk and whites?   

The color of the yolk has    

nothing to do with the       

freshness of the egg.  The color 

of the yolk has everything to do 

with the diet of the hen that 

laid the egg.  It will vary        

between yellows and oranges. 

If the egg white is any shade of 

pink, green or  iridescent, the 

egg is  contaminated and bad!   

A very clear indication of a bad 

egg is the smell.  Throw them 

away!! 

Do You Need Help Paying For Needed Repairs For Your Home?                                      
Help is here!!  Northeastern Wisconsin has a loan program that can assist you.  This program serves the     

counties of Brown, Calumet, Door, Fond du Lac, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette, Outagamie, Sheboygan and 
Winnebago.  If your home is in need of repairs, and you live in one of these counties, you may qualify for home 
rehabilitation assistance through the NE WI Community Develop-

ment Block Grant (CDBG) Housing Loan Program.  Here is more    
information: 

 Minimum loan amount is $1,000. 

 Maximum loan amount is up to 50% of the value of your home. 

 Loans are offered at 0% interest. 

 No loan payments are required until the home is sold, re-
financed, or is no longer the primary residence of the applicant.  
Loans lasting 30 years may be re-recorded for up to another 30 
years. 

 The loan is secured by a mortgage on the property. 

 Some of the repairs available include:  

General Homeowner Eligibility Requirements 

 Gross household income must be at or below 80% of the median county income.  Visit http://doa.wi.gov/
Documents/DOH/Household_Income_Limits.pdf to find your county’s median income. 

 Applicants must own the home being repaired. 

 Applicant must live in the home as the primary residence. 

 Home must meet Housing Quality Standards (HQS) after the work is completed.                                                     
Contact Information:   Todd D. Meade, Planner         920-448-6480          mead_td@co.brown.wi.us 

And as always, we are willing to work which ever loan assistance program you chose to work with to create a 
safe and  comfortable home that gives you peace of mind.   

 Septic system replacement 

 Well replacement 

 Roof repair/replacement 

 Lead paint/asbestos remediation 

 Door /window replacement 

 Plumbing/electrical/HVAC      
repairs 

 Siding repair/replacement 

 Accessibility improvements for 
individuals with disabilities 

 Other general improvements 

4 chicken breasts, cooked and shredded                                                     
16 oz can red kidney beans                          
15 oz can black beans                               
15 oz can corn                                         
14 oz can enchilada sauce                        
10 oz can cream of chicken soup                 
1/4 tsp pepper                                       
1/2 tsp cumin                                            
1 1/2 tsp chili powder                               
2 cups shredded Mexican style cheese 

Mix together in a bowl; enchilada sauce, cream of chicken soup, 
chili powder, cumin, and pepper.   Spray bottom of crock pot 
with non-stick cooking spray.  Spread half of the chicken on the 
bottom of the crock pot.  Next layer is 1/2 can of each of the 
beans and corn.  Then pour half of the sauce and repeat layers.  
Top with 2 cups of shredded cheese.  Cook on high for 3 1/2 
hours.  We have eaten this 2 different ways and it is scrump-
tious both ways.                                                                          
1.  As a hot dip with tortilla chips as an appetizer.                                                      
2.  Scoop on a soft tortilla shell and eat like a burrito as a meal.  
You can also garnish with sour cream, guacamole, salsa, etc.   


